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CIF-SS DIVISION 5 BOYS CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW
By Rich Gonzalez – Editor, ESPN RISE/DyeStatCal


While Woodcrest Christian is slightly favored to win its fifth consecutive Division V crown, it will be facing more quality challengers than ever before. Never have we seen this division decorated with so much excitement as there are six teams that should contend for the title! The Royals have three key veterans on board as Coach Billy York’s small schools juggernaut seeks a fifth straight state title next weekend, with Myles Scarano, Jesse Brooks and Zac Bianco leading the effort. Western Christian is the new power on the block, an overnight power resulting from the school relocating its campus from West Covina to Upland and coalescing the talent from two rosters along the way. Jon Esparza leads the seemingly well-poised group, which will seek its first section title. Thacher flashed perhaps the most impressive performance during prelims, as team members paced each other on a controlled tempo while rolling to a fine 84:17 team time and getting a firsthand look at favored Woodcrest Christian in the process. Will Callan leads their attack. Pasadena Poly won the coveted Prep League championship, halting Flintridge Prep’s 17-year reign atop the powerful small-schools league, with both schools motivated to continue that rival this weekend and vie for the team championship! Poly is paced by individual title contender Wes Devoll (15:50 at the Mt. SAC Invitational in October) while Kevin Heintz heads an interchangeable cast of frontrunners for the Rebels. St. Maragret’s perhaps the most unheralded among the contenders, had Billy Gaudreau key the team’s runner-up placing at prelims in a fine team-time clocking.


Although Devoll has the fastest time on the course this year and has several quality efforts to his credit, in-season times can be tossed aside as Woodcrest Christian’s lead group is expected to fire up the pistons and put the heat on this weekend! Laguna Blanca’s Parker Lilly, who has kept a fairly low profile this fall, is another dangerous title threat.
2009 Best Southern Section Division 5 Team Times                    
2009 Best SS Division 5 Individual Times

1. Woodcrest Christian
84:17




1. Wesley Devoll (Pasadena Poly)

15:50

2. Thacher

84:17




2. Will Callan (Thacher)


16:00

3. Western Christian
84:32




3. Andrew Lantz (Webb)


16:08

4. St. Margaret’s

85:18




4. Harrison Sones (Brentwood)

16:14

5. Pasadena Poly

86:08




5. Billy Gaudreau (St. Margaret’s) 

16:14

6. Flintridge Prep

86:17




6. Kevin Heintz (Flintridge Prep)

16:15

7. Xavier College Prep
86:39




7. Parker Lilly (Laguna Blanca)

16:15

8. Desert Christian/Lanc.
86:44




8. Myles Scarano (Woodcrest Christian)
16:23

9. Webb


87:42




9. Joel Reimer (Thacher)


16:24

10. Sage Hill  

88:04




10. Jon Esparza (Western Christian)
16:28
End-of-Regular-Season CIF-SS Division 5 Rankings (11/07)
State Division 5 Team Rankings (as of 11/20)

1. Woodcrest Christian, Riverside




1. Woodcrest Christian, Riverside (SS)

2. Western Christian, Upland




2. Redwood Christian, San Lorenzo (NCS)

3. Pasadena Poly, Pasadena




3. Western Christian, Upland (SS)

4. Flintridge Prep, La Canada Flintridge



4. Thacher, Ojai (SS)

5. St. Margaret’s, San Juan Capistrano



5. Pasadena Poly, Pasadena (SS)

6. Thacher, Ojai






6. Flintridge Prep, La Canada Flintridge (SS)

7. Sage Hill, Newport Beach




7. St. Margaret’s San Juan Capistrano (SS)

8. Desert Christian, Lancaster




8. The York School, Monterey (CCS)

9. Chadwick, Palos Verdes Peninsula



9. Desert Christian, Lancaster (SS)

10. Webb, Claremont





10. Xavier College Prep, Palm Desert (SS) 

