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CIF-SS DIVISION 2 BOYS CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW
By Rich Gonzalez – Editor, ESPN RISE/DyeStatCal

It’s time for the craziness to finally end, but it still remains a big mystery as to which program will hoist the winner’s plaque here. Division 2 boys has been the most action-packed collection of squads in this section in 2009, continuing what is seemingly an annual tradition. Five different squads have been ranked at #1 here this fall – by contrast, no more than two teams have held down the top spot this season in the other nine divisions – with late-charging Glendora entering the championships as the one with the most momentum. Fresh off a school record 78:43 team time clocking in which nearly every team member enjoyed a lifetime best on the Mt. SAC course, the Tartans earned their first-ever berth to the section finals and will have aim to put two cherries on top of that sweet ride by gaining both the section title and one of the seven tem bids to the state meet. Anthony Castro’s stunning prelims breakthrough (15:17) added more octane to the team attack, which already was flying with Sierra League champ Kelly Hernandez, All-Valley senior Austin Goodheart and super sophomore talent Austin Mendoza leading the way. Loyola, seeking its fourth section crown in the last eight years, is perhaps the most dangerous threat to Glendora, with the Cubs led by among the nation’s finest talents in junior gem Elias Gedyon, the freshman and sophomore class course recordholder here. Loyola’s depth is young but quickly improving led by junior Philip Kostelnik and the recent emergence of budding sophomore star Ned Trim. Claremont, a team decimated by sickness and five members were stricken with the H1N1 virus during the stretch drive, appears to quickly be regaining its strength and impressed in a heat-winning performance last week. Esperanza has enjoyed its finest season in memory and enters here as a legitimate title threat, with Elliot Meyers leading the strong roster-wide effort. Loyola’s Gedyon will seek to keep his unbeaten season intact, but will be facing his toughest challenge to date as Edison’s Matt McElroy and Camarillo’s Heyden Wooff are two harriers worthy of respect. In fact, McElroy was pulling away from Gedyon (who was slightly injured at the time) in the Mt. SAC Invitational showdown last month, before taking a costly spill on the final descent as the runners darted home for the finish. Thousand Oaks’ Kevin Joerger, a model of consistency for the famed Thousand Oaks tradition this fall, is a very notable individual qualifier here along with Valencia’s Sean Krinik, the state 800-meter champion in track.
2009 Best Southern Section Division 2 Team Times                    
2009 Best SS Division 2 Individual Times

1. Glendora 

78:43




1. Elias Gedyon (Loyola)

14:35

2. Loyola

79:33




2. Matt McElroy (Edison-HB)
14:37

3. Claremont

79:47




3. Heyden Wooff (Camarillo)
14:48

4. Esperanza

80:15




4. Anthony Castro (Glendora)
15:17

5. Canyon/CC

80:21




5. Kevin Joerger (Thousand Oaks)
15:19

6. Camarillo

80:22




6. Thomas McGuan (Canyon/CC) 
15:19

7. Ventura

80:33




7. Sean Krinik (Valencia/Pl.)
15:28

8. Valencia/Pl.

80:44




8. Steven Melena (Eastside)
15:29

9. Westlake

80:57




9. Elliot Myers (Esperanza)
15:29

10. Newbury Park
81:06




10. Sean Grumney (Newbury Park)
15:33
End-of-Regular-Season CIF-SS Division 2 Rankings (11/07)
State Division 2 Team Rankings (as of 11/20)

1. Loyola, Los Angeles





1. Mountain View (CCS)

2. Westlake, Westlake Village




2. Glendora (SS)

3. Glendora






3. Claremont (SS)

4. Camarillo






4. Loyola, Los Angeles (SS)

5. Esperanza, Anaheim





5. Esperanza, Anaheim (SS)

6. Saugus, Santa Clarita





6. Westlake, Westlake Village (SS)

7. Newbury Park






7. Patrick Henry, San Diego (SD)

8. Canyon, Canyon Country




8. Ventura (SS)

9. Valencia, Placentia





9. Valencia, Placentia (SS)

10. Claremont






10. Canyon, Canyon Country (SS)

