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CIF-SS DIVISION 1 BOYS CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW
By Rich Gonzalez – Editor, ESPN RISE/DyeStatCal


The “ultimate showdown” takes place in the final race of the day as the Southern Section’s most dominant program during the last decade faces off against the most successful Southland program over the last quarter century! Royal, currently the top-ranked team in the United States in all three national polls, is seeking its fourth section title of the new millennium as it sets out to continue its unbeaten season. Coach Ryan Luce’s veteran lineup has begun to really crank it up a notch in recent weeks, including a course record run at the Marmonte League Finals before burning the trails in the #3 team time in Mt. SAC course history at last weekend’s prelims! Seniors Travis Edwards, Paul Jesson  and Sean Davidson have been a lethal lead trio all season, with the recent emergence of fellow 12th-grader Korey Yoakum giving the Highlanders a nearly unstoppable assault as all four have bettered 15:25 on the course. 

Enter Dana Hills. The Dolphins are two-time defending section champions (with Royal winning the last three titles prior to that) and despite a total makeover of their varsity roster since last year, Coach Tim Butler’s crew is primed to give Royal all it can handle. Senior Blake Ahrold should return to action after being sidelined by injury the last two meets, while Jesus Molina (15:31 at prelims) has rediscovered his groove after a slow start to his senior season.  Junior Ricardo Campuzano has been another solid contributor, with the blue-and-white striped Dolphins believing a three-peat is in the cards! Should either of those two goliaths falter, three outstanding youth-dominated teams are waiting in the wings! Arcadia, led by All-American candidate Ammar Moussa (14:34 on this course to lead all Division 2 entrants), was an impressive heat winner last weekend while Jantzen Oshier-led Trabuco Hills also won its heat in racing to its best performance of the season! Rancho Cucamonga, the youngest squad in the title picture, is paced by one of America’s top sophomores in Luis Gutierez (14:53 at Mt. SAC).

Arcadia’s Moussa is the race favorite and easily has the fastest time in the field, but his best races occur when he is challenged by the opposition, eliciting his bulldog tenacity. King’s Lane Werley has enjoyed a breakthrough season with several nice efforts while Oshier has shown the most improvement of anyone in recent weeks. Tyler Dutchover has been the backbone of a sensational Yucaipa season.
2009 Best Southern Section Division 1 Team Times                    
2009 Best SS Division 1 Individual Times

1. Royal


76:53




1. Ammar Moussa (Arcadia)
14:34

2. Dana Hills

77:15




2. Luis Gutierrez (Rancho Cuca.)
14:53

3. Arcadia

77:43




3. Lane Werley (ML King)
14:54

4. Trabuco Hills

77:44




4. Blake Ahrold (Dana Hills)
14:57

5. Rancho Cucamonga
77:55




5. Travis Edwards (Royal)

15:00

6. Yucaipa

78:31




6. Jose Madera (Anaheim)

15:02

7. Vista Murrieta

79:00




7. Bryce Rausa (Vista Murrieta)
15:09

8. Marina

79:01




8. Jantzen Oshier (Trabuco Hills) 
15:10

9. Upland

79:30




9. Tyler Dutchover (Yucaipa)
15:13

10. El Toro

79:34




10. Anthony Monroy (Burr./B)
15:13

End-of-Regular-Season CIF-SS Division 1 Rankings (11/7)

State Division 1 Team Rankings (as of 11/20)

1. Royal
. Simi Valley





1. Royal, Simi Valley (SS)

2. Dana Hills, Dana Point





2. Dana Hills, Dana Point (SS)

3. Arcadia






3. Arcadia (SS)

4. Rancho Cucamonga





4. Rancho Cucamonga (SS)

5. Trabuco Hills, Mission Viejo




5. Buchanan, Clovis (CE)

6. Corona






6. Trabuco Hills, Mission Viejo (SS)

7. Yucaipa






7. Yucaipa (SS)

8. El Toro, Lake Forest





8. Davis (SJS)

9. Marina, Huntington Beach




9. Marina, Huntington Beach (SS)

10. Valley View, Moreno Valley




10. Poway (SD)

